AK Curriculum
Kelly Giuliano




About me



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Freshmen studying Rehabilitation Psychology 
Interesting in this project because I want to be a pediatric OT and wanted to see how 4K and their school environment plays a role in their therapy and quality of life 
Believe in cooperative learning and teamwork as an important asset in the process of teaching, learning and living 





Why 4K
Curriculum?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why curriculum?? Seeing how a classroom is set up and how their instruction is structured could help me see how I want to structure my own instructional therapy 


()
We will start with Creative Curriculum and progress through each

curricula in the order above, discussing their program and
evaluations of it at each stop

DLM Early

Childhood
Express

Creative Breakthrough Curiosity

Curriculum to literacy Corner



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reviews research on the efficacy of four 4K curricula currently employed in the United States: Creative Curriculum, Breakthrough to Literacy, Curiosity Corner and DLM Early Childhood Express supplemented with Open Court Reading Pre-K
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
play-based curriculum seeks to develop literacy, mathematics and science skills through observation and problem solving
Ideally, the space should be divided into areas of interest with each area having varied material and a clear theme in each section
Any toys displayed in the classroom need to be rotated frequently so that children can maintain interest in each area


Creative Curriculum enjoyed an advantage over their peers
using Bright Beginning of
¢(.12 standard deviations in math skills
¢(.01 standard deviation in literacy skills
©(.06 standard deviations in phonological awareness


Presenter
Presentation Notes
When evaluations took place at the end of the academic year, Creative Curriculum enjoyed an advantage over their peers in classrooms using Bright Beginning of 0.12 standard deviations in math skills, 0.01 standard deviation in literacy skills, and 0.06 standard deviations in phonological awareness
NO A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
aims to promote language development and literacy skills among preschool children
direct instruction guided by a series of weekly books similar to Creative Curriculum
an interactive computer program is used to stimulate students by supporting their literacy skills and print knowledge through individualized activities
outperformed similar students in SES not using the curriculum by an effect size of +0.48 in literacy and +0.44 in phonological awareness by the end of kindergarten 


Breakthrough to Literacy kids outperformed the control group
by an effect size of:
e +0.48in literacy skills
e +0.44 phonological awareness


Presenter
Presentation Notes
One evaluation - all kids were in the same socioeconomic status 
Tested at the end of year
outperformed similar students in SES not using the curriculum by an effect size of +0.48 in literacy and +0.44 in phonological awareness by the end of kindergarten 
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Curiosity Corner


Presenter
Presentation Notes
It strives to develop skills, attitudes, and knowledge that is essential for success in the school years to come
 focused on cognitive development
very day the teachers go through a sequence of activities that present children with different types of learning experiences
Parents can also participate in the child’s learning by encouraging activities to be done outside of the classroom



Evaluation 1: Curiosity Corner showed a +0.39 effective size for
expressive language compared to the control group

Evaluation 2: Curiosity Corner scored almost Y% in expressive
language above peers in control group


Presenter
Presentation Notes
When retested at the end of kindergarten - late spring - the effect size for literacy was +0.39 for expressive language compared to the control group - it was not specified what type of curriculum the control group used
Children receiving the Curiosity Corner curriculum scored significantly higher in expressive language by almost a fourth compared to their peers who were not receiving it


Supplemented with
Open Court Reading
Pre-K


Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLM Early Childhood Express focuses on social, emotional, intellectual, aesthetic and physical development
utilizes a hands-on technique for its learning experience
Open Court Reading Pre-K has eight thematic units that relate to families, friends, social interactions, transportation, the physical sense, nature and transitions to address a child’s identity
The home is also an essential component of the curriculum - what they are doing in the classroom can be reviewed at home and give them more opportunities to master a skill
Combining the two instructional frameworks gave children the opportunity to gain a strong foundation in print awareness, comprehension skills and oral language
 combined curricula project had one of the largest impacts on literacy and language outcomes in the Preschool Curriculum Evaluation Research project



The children using this program scored about 1/2 a standard
deviation higher in literacy, language, phonemic awareness and
math compared to the group using Literacy Express


Presenter
Presentation Notes
testing this curriculum 59% of the students in the classroom were African American and 30% White
The children using this program scored about a half a standard deviation higher in literacy, language, phonemic awareness and math by the end of preschool compared to the other group using Literacy Express
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There were more positive effect sizes for curriculum that had direct instruction and other methods
the other half should focus on self-instruction - observations, explorations and problem solving skills
utilize their own creativity and divergent thinking through unstructured, self-directed tasks
Another essential to the curriculum is at home engagement. While it cannot be required, the suggested at home experiences can add to gains already being made in the classroom. 
I liked the individualization aspect that can be used for students at different skill levels. This could be helpful for children who need extra practice in certain subjects especially. 
Allowing the children to discover things about themselves and the community they live in is an important piece in the learning process that goes beyond the traditional classroom.
Large play area Previous knowledge in a human development course gave me insight on executive function and free time. Children who had a good space and enough time to release their energy where able to better focus in the classroom and perform higher executive functioning. The higher executive functioning leads to greater memory and higher retention of skills.
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